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Dear Parents / Carers,

Almost there – Friday 20th July 1pm!  The date and time that marks the end of another academic
year and the start of another summer holiday! Obviously we are all hoping for long, warm lazy days
full of fun and relaxation!

As you can imagine in school at the moment the children are beginning to wind down but behind
the scenes we are of course working incredibly hard to get things ready for the new academic year.
The new date in our minds after Friday will be Monday 3rd September, the first day back for staff!,
Tuesday 4th September for pupils.

However, before we leave this academic year behind, we’d like to use this newsletter as an
opportunity to reflect on what a wonderful and fulfilling year it has been. To share with you some
of the highlights, some of the most recent achievements and successes and of course some of the
changes that are happening.

Staffing changes for September – as always, at this time of year, we have a number of staff who
have decided to move on to new and exciting opportunities.

Staff leaving us are:  Mr Breen, Mr Ellen, Ms Blackton, Miss Hawkins, Miss Martin, Mrs O’Leary,
Mrs Kane, Mr Tingle, Miss Cridland, Mrs Johnson, Mrs White and finally Mrs Lodwig who is retiring
after working at the school for more than 20 years.

We are very grateful to them for the commitment they have shown to the school, we wish them
well and hope they have some very happy memories of Alderman Knight School to take with them.

Of course, to ensure we have a complete staff team we have appointed new staff who are joining
us in September which is very exciting. Many of the new staff were able to join us on our New
Tutors day, enabling the pupils to meet their new teaching team before the end of term.

New staff include:   Teachers:- Mr Degenkolb (subject lead for Computing and IT), Ms Cooper
(subject lead for English), Mrs Muchunga (subject lead for Maths),Mr Goodchild (subject lead for
Science),Mr Bentley (Secondary Teacher),

Support Staff:- Mr Sparkes (Finance and Administration Manager), Karen Saunders and  Mrs
Matalu (Pastoral Support Assistants), Miss Howes, Miss Tily and Miss Jones (Teaching Assistants)

We are looking forward to welcoming them into our school.

In addition, I am delighted that Mrs Rothwell is moving into Post 16 to support Mr Lea and our
growing number of students.

We are also welcoming a number of new pupils into our Primary and Secondary departments.

On behalf of all the staff I would like to wish you all a wonderful holiday time wherever you are
and whatever you are doing.

Best wishes

Clare Steel



First of all, gardening is very therapeutic which means it is very relaxing and calm.  It is
also good because you are outside.

Secondly, gardening can also be very creative and personal to you for example you
could have a formal garden or have something wild and vibrant like a cottage garden.
There are so many different flowers, shrubs and trees out there that the possibilities are
endless.

You may be asking yourself, what else is great about gardening?  Well another thing that
is great about gardening is that it also helps your community/neighbourhood.  Having a
nice front garden has a positive effect on your neighbourhood as it makes it look tidy.  It
also shows that you have respect for your household and the area that you live in.

So together, let’s get our green fingers working and create some wonderful things with
gardening.  Together, we can make our communities tidy and vibrant.  Together, we can
show off our creative ideas through gardening.  Together we can build a friendly and
supportive community of skilled and passionate gardeners.

By Reece Poole, Post 16

Here is why gardening is great



Monmouth Art Trip

On June 15th 2018, me and most of Post 16 went on an art
trip to Monmouth. The trip was organized by Mr Corbett,
who is the lead art teacher. Monmouth is in Wales, which is
situated where the River Monnow meets the River Wye,
within 2 miles of the border with England.

We went to three different places in
Monmouth. The first place was the
Monmouth Town. Monmouth is best
known for the birthplace of Henry V. Monmouth's population in the 2011
census was 10,508, rising from 8,877 in 2001. Monmouth was the site of a
small Roman fort, Blestium, and became established after the Normans built a
castle here after 1067. Its medieval stone gated bridge is the only one of its
type remaining in Britain. The castle later came into the possession of the
House of Lancaster, and was the birthplace of King Henry V in 1387. In 1536, it
became the county town of Monmouthshire. Monmouth later became a

tourist centre at the heart of the Wye Valley, as well as a market town. It now serves as a shopping and service centre, and
as a focus of educational and cultural activities for its surrounding rural area. I do photography in art, so there were lots of
photographic opportunities for me. For example, we went to this church garden and there were lots of flowers there. One
of the things I like in photography are close ups of flowers, so I took loads of photos that were close ups of flowers. I also
got some good photos that use reflection.

Next, we went to the Kymin. The Kymin is a hill overlooking Monmouth. It is located approximately one mile east of
Monmouth, on the eastern side of the River Wye and adjacent to the border with the Forest of Dean and England. The
summit of the hill, about 800 feet above sea level, is known for its neo-classical monuments, the Roundhouse and the Naval
Temple, built between 1794 and 1800. The site is a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and is owned by
the National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty. There is a building there called the Roundhouse. It was
built by members of the Monmouth Picnic Club or Kymin Club, a group of Monmouth's gentlemen, led by Philip Meakins
Hardwick. The Roundhouse was constructed to provide "security from the inclemency of the weather" and the subscription
list for funding was headed by the local landowner, the Duke of Beaufort, and eight Members of Parliament. Construction
of The Roundhouse began in 1794 and the local author and artist Fred Hando records that the building "was completed
within two years”. The Roundhouse is a white round tower, in two storeys with a crenellated roof, similar to a folly. The
club members wanted a venue suitable for their regular meetings, dining and events and the building was designed with
kitchens on the ground floor and a banqueting room above. The building was restored in the early 20th century, when it
ceased to be used as a residence. It is a Grade II* listed building as of 27 June 1952. There is also another construction up in
the Kymin called The Navel Temple. The Naval Temple was constructed by the Kymin Club in 1800 to commemorate the
second anniversary of the British naval victory at the Battle of the Nile in 1798 and in recognition of sixteen of the British
Royal Navy's Admirals who had delivered significant victories in other major sea battles of the age around the globe to that
date.

Finally, we went to Tintern Abbey. Tintern Abbey was founded by Walter de
Clare, Lord of Chepstow, on 9 May 1131. It is situated adjacent to the village of
Tintern in Monmouthshire, on the Welsh bank of the River Wye, which at this
point forms the border between Monmouthshire in Wales and Gloucestershire in
England. It was only the second Cistercian
foundation in Britain (after Waverley
Abbey), and the first in Wales. Falling into
ruin after the Dissolution of the
Monasteries in the 16th century, the
remains were celebrated in poetry and

often painted by visitors from the 18th century onwards. In 1984 Cadw took over
responsibility for the site. The site welcomes approximately 70,000 people every
year. Although Tintern Abbey is in ruins, I still found the architecture of the building
interesting. This inspired me to take very interesting photos of Tintern Abbey from different angles and perspectives.

Overall, I enjoyed the day and thought it was a very interesting art trip.

By Reece Poole, 18, Post 16



How to play a Flugelhorn

During our music lessons recently, we had the opportunity to hear how a flugelhorn
is played. Mrs Lodwig kindly took a break from working in the office to come into our
music lessons and demonstrate how to play the flugelhorn, which included playing
some popular songs such as ‘Happy Birthday’ which the children all recognised.  She
explained to them how the instrument worked, when she started to learn to play and
gave them an opportunity to ask questions whilst passing the flugelhorn around the
group to get a closer look.

By Mrs Lodwig



SEN Music Festival
A group of 14 pupils from our school choir took part in the SEN Music Festival in
June and what an amazing evening it was. They sang a variety of upbeat songs with
enthusiasm and confidence on the stage at the Bacon Theatre in Cheltenham with
pupils from other Special Schools.  There were over 90 children on stage during the
performance, singing and signing which was a wonderful sight to see and all enjoy-
ing the experience and the atmosphere in the theatre.  The pupils taking part also
attended a music workshop in school to practice the songs leading up to the big
event as well as practising during their choir sessions on Monday lunchtime. We are
all looking forward to joining in with the Festival again next year.

By Mrs Butler

Falcon House Fundraising for Help for heroes: Soak the
Teacher!

On Friday 22nd June Falcon House held their fundraising event to raise money for our
house charity, Help for Heroes. Mr Hughes and Mrs Silverthorn bravely volunteered to
be soaked by the pupils to raise money for the charity. It was incredibly well attended by
the whole school and I know the pupils really enjoyed the opportunity to throw wet
sponges at the teachers. I am very happy to report that in just half an hour we raised
nearly £70 for the charity and plan for bigger and better next year. Thank you all for your
support and see you next year.

By Mr Hughes



The Post-16 Fencing Taster Session

On Friday 18th May, the Post-16 students took part in an hour and a half long
fencing taster session run by fencing instructor Kevin.

Firstly, we were introduced to the history of fencing and the variety of swords used
in the sport. We also had the opportunity to handle the different types of blades,
for example, the foil, epée and sabre.

Before we started our first duel, we were informed about the dos and don’ts of
fencing. A major safety part of fencing is the equipment you wear; this includes
the mask, jacket and gloves.

Now that we were all suited up, Kevin demonstrated the different stances and
lunges involved. He also taught us how to riposte, which is to quickly counterat-
tack, and to parry.

As we got to grips with the basics, our instructor finally allowed us to spar each
other, this lead to a good amount of heated excitement and very amusing mo-
ments. We would like to thank Kevin for his time and patience, as well as teaching
us the art of fencing.

 By Matthew Averiss



4E trip to the Roses Theatre, Tewkesbury
As part of their Arts Award course, 4E pupils visited the Roses Theatre in Tewkesbury
for a backstage tour, and to watch the film “Duck Duck Goose.” Pupils had a brilliant
morning looking round backstage, learning about working in a theatre, and watching a
private screening of the film which they all really enjoyed!

By Mrs Price



Science Festival Trip – June 2018
Thank you to a generous donation from a parent,  KS3 pupils were able to enjoy another
very successful trip to the Cheltenham Science Festival which is held every year in Chelten-
ham Town Hall and Imperial Gardens.

As you can see from the photos it was very enjoyable, pupils attended a talk “Gastronaut
Extreme”   given by Stefan Gates from BBC - we learnt about the journey food makes after
we eat!

Raheem, Mia and Mrs Sipek were all called upon to go onstage to help with science demon-
strations and experiments.

The pupils then enjoyed looking at all the  hands-on exhibits in and around the town hall and
gardens including making a milkshake using a bike.

By Mrs Beale, Photos – Mrs Francis



Post-16 Art Exhibition

On Wednesday 13th June, the Post-16
hosted an art exhibition to showcase
the work they’ve created during their
time at sixth form. The exhibition dis-
played a diverse range of mediums,
from graphic design to photography.
The individual displays were curated
by the students themselves, thanks to
an inspirational presentation conduct-
ed by Mrs Hatton beforehand. Overall,
the exhibition was very well received
and had garnered some lovely com-
ments. The Post- 16 art students
would like to thank Mr Corbett for or-
ganising the event and the Post- 16
staff for their aid in preparation, as
well as during the exhibition.

By Jake Merriman

Collaborative artwork between students from Tewkesbury Sixth
Form and AKS Post-16.
This was a student planned and executed venture, carried out
over several months. Most students from AKS were involved in
some way, whether or not they were part of the Art group .
A very colourful addition to our corridor!





AKS Got Talent – A night at the movies

On the 20th June 2018, many of our pupils performed in AKS Got Talent – A night at the
movies at The Roses Theatre in Tewkesbury. It was a fantastic evening, and the whole
cast performed their parts brilliantly. Thank you to everyone who supported this event
and help to make it such a success.

Here’s what some of our pupils said about the show:

In AKS Got Talent, I was a backstage member, so my job was to gather props on and
off stage, and to make sure people had the correct props and costumes. It was a good
experience and AKS Got Talent is a way for pupils to sing their heart out, make people
laugh and show off their acting skills. It was a great night and one of the best shows I
have been involved in!   By Harry in 3L

I liked AKS Got Talent – A night at the movies because Joe was very funny as the Com-
pere, and the 4C adverts were brilliant where they were talking about the “Razzle Dazzle
Raffle.” I also liked acting in “The Tempest” sequence. I also really liked watching the
Primary pupils singing “I’d do anything” from “Oliver!” and I enjoyed performing in “Food
Glorious Food” also from “Oliver!” It was a really fun evening.

By William in 3A



AKS Got Talent – A night at the movies





In terms of visitor numbers, Gloucester
Services on the M5 is one of the top 10
places in the country, employing over 450
staff and has an amazing range of local
produce. 4E visited the services as part of
their work experiences activities and learnt
about the importance of sourcing local pro-
duce, employing local people and minimis-
ing environmental impact.

Clare Skivington, Community Support Manager,
took us on an interactive tour, meeting different
people, looking at the jobs that people do. We
met Simon, ‘the big boss’ as well as catering
staff, retail staff, the butchers, fishmonger and
staff on the deli counter. We enjoyed learning
about the different jobs, tasting some of the local
produce and learning all sorts of amazing facts!

Further visits to Tewkesbury Council and working at Touching
Souls Tea Rooms and Tesco in Gloucester added different ex-
periences. The group were brilliant at each location and we had
some lovely feedback about how polite and well mannered to
group was and how everyone was sensible, listened to instruc-
tions and tried really hard.

Knights Tale 4E – Summer 2018

By Mr Ellen

4E Work Experiences



4E Leavers

Knights  Tale 4E – Summer 2018

Max, Joshie, Connor and Nuala have
been very much part of 4E over the past
two years, but the time comes for all us all
to move on to pastures new.

However I hope we all have amazing
memories and I know we have all worked
hard, laughed every day and gathered a
range of qualifications and experiences
that we will take forward in our respective
next-steps.

By Mr Ellen

As part of our PSD, PE and lifeskills work,
4E visited the 10th NHS Big Health Check
day on the 22nd May at Oxtalls Tennis
Centre Gloucester. It was a day set up for
young people with additional needs
across Gloucestershire, with schools and
local colleges attending.

Big Health Check Day – May 2018

Our arrival caused something of a stir and many of our group met up with friends from
out of school clubs and activities and it was a lovely atmosphere. We even met up
with a few past 4E faces from last year.

The big hit of the day were the accessibility bikes and trikes, as well as the archery
and trampolining. It was lovely to see our young people having a go at new activities,
meeting new people as well as seeing those they know in other contexts and having
a really lovely day.



Spring in 2T
During the Summer Term 2T classroom has come alive. We have watched caterpillars
metamorphosis into butterflies, tadpoles grow into frogs and hatched chickens and
ducks. We had limited success hatching ducklings with only one surviving. The duck-
ling named Max, became a school celebrity, and after finding him a friend to keep him
company we were lucky enough to set up home for Max and Paddy at school. The
ducks love their new home, and needless to say the children love having them!

By Mrs Tyler



Visit to Synagogue

Primary classes 2L and 2S visited the synagogue in Cheltenham as part of their Religious
Education Unit of Work on Judaism. Mrs Silverston a representative from the Hebrew Congre-
gation gave us a very informative talk and interesting tour of this lovely building and place of
worship. Pupils learnt about important artefacts and were given a peek at the Torah Scrolls.

By Mrs Lamburn

Reading for Pleasure

Pupils have been really enjoying our recent reading for pleasure incentives. Just before
half term we had a challenge to see which tutor group could read the most words. The
joint winners were 3A, 3S and 2T who all won a pizza delivery from Dominos!
Congratulations to all the pupils who have been awarded a reading certificate at the re-
cent celebration assemblies. In our final year assembly will be announcing the winner of
the most improved reading age who will win a Kindle!
If you would like to track how your son or daughter is doing, you can login at home and
monitor their reading progress.

https://ukhosted28.renlearn.co.uk/2252572/homeconnect/

By Hannah Shaw



Tewkesbury Young Adults Club - Allsorts
Venue:  Tewkesbury School and Sports Centre

Every Saturday (12.30-3.30pm)
Age:  16-25 years





Circus Starr
On the 10th June 2018, me and my family went to see Circus Starr in Cheltenham. There
were also other pupils and families from Alderman Knight School that went as well.

 There were lots of spectacular acts, for example, there was a tight rope act, a velvet rope
act and lot of amazing and skilled acrobats. There was also a clown that was very entertain-
ing and funny.

There was also nice food. Me and my brothers, Alfie and Archy, had popcorn and then we
had chips.

Overall it was a very entertaining show and the staff and performers put on a brilliant effort.

By Reece Poole, Post 16







School Garden

Our new garden is finally taking shape. The polytun-
nel is a fantastic addition to the school and is already
being well used by different groups. Thanks to some
of the Post 16 students for upcycling an old plant
stand and making a potting table.

The raised beds have been planted up and cosmos,
zinnias, asters and sunflowers are growing in the cen-
tre bed to add a riot of colour.

Some KS4 pupils entered the
Tewkesbury in Bloom wheelbarrow
competition in which they recently
won first prize.  Working with the
theme of ‘plastic’ they recycled milk
bottle tops to decorate the sides and
cut some plastic sheets into the shape
of dolphins.  It was given the title Re-
duce, Reuse, Recycle- Save our
Seas.

Year 10’s grew  tomato plants and
made beautiful hanging baskets
and planters for the Summer Fete.















Kestrel House Fundraising

Kestrel House have been busy raising funds for their charity.

KS3 and 5 had great fun at their Charity Fun Swim last week. That was followed this
week with Primary’s turn. It was great to see different groups playing together bril-
liantly. We raised about £75 overall for Teckels Animal Sanctuaries. Well done eve-
ryone.

By Mrs Loveridge

Shakka’s Leg Wax

It was a lovely sunny day and out on the yard you could hear a strange mixture of
laughter and crying, what could be going on?
Shakka Phillips was the one crying; he was surrounded by students and staff all
having a go at waxing his legs. This wasn’t a new form of punishment but Shak-
ka’s way of raising funds for the House Charity. It was great fun and Shakka re-
covered very quickly. Great effort Shakka, you raised at last count £182.50!

By Mrs Loveridge



Thank you to everyone for all the contributions
for this edition!

Important Dates for your diary
First day of term

Staff return to school Monday 3rd September, 2018
Pupils return to school Tuesday 4th September, 2018
Break for Half term Friday 19th October, 2018   3 pm
Return to school Monday 29th October, 2018
In service day Staff only Friday 9th November,  2018
Break for Christmas Friday 21st December , 2018  1 pm
Return for Spring Term Monday 7th January 2019


