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Exploration of the Abrahamic faiths 
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Christianity and Islamic Faith Discussion 

 

During the RE day, the Post-16 students were invited to hear a civil discussion 

about the two major Abrahamic religions, Christianity and Islam. The 

discussion began with the clarification of how an audience member should act 

during a speech, this involved respect, paying attention and good listening. 

After the ground rules were set, the Christian representative shared his story 

on how he entered the faith. This story involved his religious raising and how 

he drifted away from the faith during his adolescence. However, nearing the 

end of his teenage years, he re-adopted the religion. He continued by 

summarising one his favourite tales from the Bible, Jonah and the Whale, and 

how he views Jesus as his role model. He concluded the speech by claiming 

that he allows the homeless to stay at his home. 

 

After the applause, the Islamic representative took the place of speaker. She 

also began with an introduction to her childhood. The story began with her 

birth in India and being raised as a Muslim. However, she was taught in a 

Christian school and was taught Christian values. This mixture of religion 

diluted her faith and therefore she lost interest. But it was when her mother 
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passed that she took up Islam in full force again. She finished her speech by 

talking about her pilgrimage to Mecca and reading a passage from the Quran.  

 

 

 

As the final speech concluded, the audience was given the chance to ask the 

two speakers questions.  

 

Overall, the Post-16 students and staff were privileged to receive this major 

insight into the world’s most popular religions. 
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By Jake Merriman 

On Tuesday 20th March 2018, I visited three workshops; Judaism Stories, 

Christian Quaker Tapestry and Islam and Calligraphy. I am going to tell you a 

little bit about the Judaism Stories and the Christian Quaker Tapestry.  

Judaism Stories 

This workshop was with 2T and 2G. The first 

thing Mrs Silverston told them was how to say 

‘Shalom’ which means peace. It is used to say 

‘Hello’ and  ‘Goodbye’                                                                                  

Jewish People believe that there is one god and  

there are commandments or rules which you 

have to follow. They also believe that we have 

to have patience.  

The children helped tell the Apple Tree Story 

which was all about having patience. The little 

apple tree looked up to the sky and wanted to 

have stars hanging from its branches like the 

sky. We heard how the seasons came and went and the tree got blossom and 

then lovely apples, but it still wanted stars. Then the apples fell and when they 

were cut in half you could see a star inside! 

This teaches people to have patience and not to expect everything they want 

straightaway. It also teaches you to be happy with what you have. 

Jewish people always  say a blessing after they have said or done something.  

They also have a special day called the Sabbath where they light two candles 

and say a prayer. The workshop was very enjoyable. 

Christian Quaker Tapestry  

The Christian Quaker tapestry is a collection of 77 tapestries made by 4000 

people. It took 15 years to complete and was made by people from 15 

different countries. Its different pieces show how the Quakers have had an 

effect on our lives and the history of the Quakers.   
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The Quakers began in 1652 in 

the North of England and the 

first Quaker was a preacher 

called George Fox.  

 

 

 

Quakers is the nickname for the 

Religious Society of Friends. They 

were given the nickname by people 

who didn’t like them because they 

sometimes quaked when they were 

preaching about the word of god. 

Quakers believe in four testaments, 

Simplicity, Truth, Equality and Peace.  

They believe that God is the pure 

white light and we reflect the light 

with all the different colours.  

 

The pupils all enjoyed drawing their own design for a 

tapestry using Quaker symbols to represent the 4 

testaments.  Afterwards we watched a video about how 

the Quaker tapestry was created. It was a huge task! 

 

 

The session ended with a song about the first Quaker, 

George Fox, called  ‘Walk in the light’. 

 

By Amber Gateru, photos by Archie Koncher 
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Experience Easter 

 Part of the RE Day  was the Easter Experience. There were a number of scenes 

set up across the school to demonstrate the lead up to the death of Jesus and 

then his resurrection.  

It started outside with the Palm Sunday festival to welcome Jesus into 

Jerusalem, which the group really enjoyed. They then went inside where a 

large bowl and jug of water was prepared to show how Jesus, the Servant King 

set an example that it is good to serve others.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then entered the room where Jesus and his disciples had a special meal 

which was called the Last Supper. We broke bread and thought about people 

that are special to us. We then entered the Garden of Gethsemane where 

there was a basket of stones to represent the betrayal of disciples and each 

member of the group held a stone and thought about if someone had hurt 

them in some way. We then went to an area where Jesus and his disciples sat 

around a  fire and everyone had a stick and threw it into the fire.  
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The Bible mentions, before Jesus died he has to carry his own cross to the top 

of a hill. He died on the cross at 3 O’clock, before all of this, there were talks 

and an unfair trial at the office of the high priest. The Romans beat Jesus with a 

stick and on the cross, Jesus wore a crown of thorns. This was a sad moment 

and we had a moment of silence to think about it.    

 

The library had a tent to represent the cave where Jesus was resurrected. We 

talked about how his followers must have felt and whether they believed he 

was actually alive.  

Everybody really enjoyed the day and felt it was a very interesting experience. 

All the props and information made it realistic and fun at the same time.  

By Cameron Orr , pictures by Sam Worgan 
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Judaism, Christianity and Messianic Jews 

We were greeted by the parents of Annere Barnett of 2G who welcomed the 

children in a warming manner and quickly had them eager to learn. 

They started off teaching Hebrew names, which the children all gave their best 

attempts to say. They then moved on to teach different Jewish celebrations, 

the first being Shabbat which is considered to be the most important ritual in 

Judaism. Shabbat is a joyful day of rest. The children then learnt about the 

Jewish holiday Passover. It commemorates the story of the Exodus as 

described in the Hebrew Bible, in which the Israelites were freed from slavery 

in Egypt. It is most commonly known as the story of Moses parting the red sea 

and helping the Hebrews escape from the shackles of the Egyptians.  There 

was then fun and games with food, when we all had the chance to eat some 

traditional Jewish bread, Matzah which is eaten during Passover. One child 

would hide some broken pieces of the bread and then others would have to 

find the missing pieces.  

The enjoyable and interactive session ended with some lovely singing from the 

couple where all of the children had the opportunity to play a ukulele and sing 

some traditional songs that would be sung in church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Robyn Hatton Bloomfield, picture by Jordan Simpson 
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Soul Space 

There was a very interesting workshop in Tewkesbury School called Soul Space. 

It was an opportunity to be more reflective and think about things that are 

important to us, and the importance of our actions. 

Many religions think a soul is something inside you 

something that guides you, in terms of  your thinking, 

your morals and what you class as right and wrong.   

There were different areas, where we could stop, pause 

and think for a while.  One area was about forgiveness.  Forgiveness can 

involve forgiving other people when they wrong us, others’ forgiving us and 

finally, perhaps the hardest thing ,forgiving ourselves. 

 

Another area, was a chance to think about 

ourselves and the world around us. When 

we do something, it doesn’t just affect 

ourselves but people around us. When we 

do something, right or wrong, it will affect 

somebody else for better or for worse! All 

actions have a consequence. 

  

 

 

 

There was also a chance to think about things we are thankful for and also to 

think about our longer term goals, hopes and desires, what we do with our 

lives, what drives our success and who we thank for that success?  It might be 

through our own hard work, friends, family, teachers……or maybe God?  

 

by Evan Smith, pictures  Sam Worgan 
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Arabic Calligraphy and Modern Islamic Culture 

 

During the RE day, the Post 16 

students were able to try Arabic 

calligraphy and experience 

Islamic culture. We started with 

the calligraphy, this involved 

translating our names into 

Arabic, practicing writing them  

and then producing a final 

attempt with a calligraphy pen. 

 

 

After leaving our names to dry, we were 

introduced to Islamic culture by an 

Imam.  

 

We explored the traditional dress of both sexes, looked at various art pieces, read 

Islamic school books and listened to an Adhan (which is a call to worship). Overall, it 

was a very interesting experience and the Post-16 students were privileged to have 

had it. 

 

By Jake Merriman, photos by Archie Koncher 
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RE Day Music Workshop 

 

The workshop was run by Wyedean Gospel Choir who were a large group of 

mostly teenage girls. The choir went through a range of vocal warm ups for the 

audience, such as Boom Chicka Boom, Buzzing bees and the banana song.  It 

was very entertaining to watch and lovely to listen to.   

 

 

 

     

 

 

The choir was very engaging with the pupils and got them involved, particularly 

the group leader who was very good with the younger members of the group. 

They then did a rehearsal of the Gospel song “Good news” as they were going 

to repeat it later that day. The 1st time it was just the choir, then the 2nd time, 

the choir and pupils sang together. 

Overall, everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves, it was nice to see the 

primary department having fun and I appreciated their skills and willingness to 

share their talents which hopefully may inspire some of the group to take up 

gospel singing in the future! 

 

By James Bermingham, photos by Jordan Simpson 
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Wyedean Gospel Choir Concert 

 

Having had a great time in the 

workshops, the school were 

treated to a fantastic concert 

by the Wyedean Gospel Choir. 

The choir’s enjoyment and 

excitement quickly spread to 

the audience. 

 

 

There was singing and dancing in the 

aisles as everyone joined in with the 

choir. 

 

 

 

Some of the pupils joined the 

choir at the front of the 

audience and gave it everything 

they had!            

 

 

 

It was a wonderful way to end the day, a huge ‘Thank you’ to the Wyedean 

Gospel Choir. 

Photos by Elliott Humphris 


