
A Knight’s Tale   
Spring Half Term Edition 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Welcome to another edition of A Knight‘s Tale!  

This term has been a short term compared to the Christmas terms – just six 
weeks but each and every one of them has been packed full of learning and    
exciting activities and opportunities for our pupils and students. 

You will obviously be aware of those your own children have been involved in 
through the feedback via our school apps and your own child but this termly 
newsletter tries to give a ‗round up‘ of activities and events across the school 
which we hope you will enjoy hearing about. 

For me one of the highlights was our choir taking part in the Young Voices      
concert held at Birmingham NEC, It was the most incredible evening! More than 
6500 children took part and our choir excelled themselves. An amazing            
opportunity for them and we were so proud to be part of this huge National event. 
Thank you to Mrs Lea for organising it and the team of staff who made it         
possible. We are already thinking about next year and hope more children, staff 
and parents can experience it!   

As always thank you for your on-going support across the term, it is vitally        
important in helping us ensure your children get the very best out of their time at 
Alderman Knight.   

Enjoy the half term break. We are all due back on Monday 24
th
 February 2020. 

Please also note we have an INSET day on Monday March 9th! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clare Steel 

Head teacher  
 



Staff Pantomime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheltenham Everyman Theatre 

 
 

 On the last day of the winter term, pupils enjoyed watching the annual staff pantomime, 
which was called "Cinders!‖ The pantomime included 4 ―Ugly Sisters,‖ a whole school 
flash mob style dance, and lots of laughter, boos and cheers from the audience! Many 
thanks to all staff who participated in this.    Miss Price 

On Wednesday 8
th
 January 2020, pupils from 4B and 4H went to Cheltenham 

Everyman Theatre to watch their pantomime, ―Cinderella.‖ A brilliant time was had 

by all, and pupils said their highlights were seeing Cinderella fly, the Ugly Sisters, 

and seeing Tweedy the Clown again.   Miss Price 



 

Kestrel House Fundraising 

Last year Kestrel House raised over £200 for Teckels Animal Sanctuary 

which is on the A38 at Whitminster, Gloucestershire. This was achieved 

through a variety of fundraising activities. We recently received a lovely 

reply from the sanctuary to say thank you. Well done to Kestrel House! 



Textile Enrichment Group 

 

The textile enrichment group have been very busy making a school 

banner. Pupils designed images that reflect many aspects of school 

life as well as incorporating the four school house emblems. They 

then set about making them out of felt.  This was quite a difficult 

skill to achieve but patience and determination prevailed and as you 

can see the final result is a real work of art and craftsmanship. 

Well done to Crystal, Jessica, Millie, Henry, Bruce, Tomi, Freddie 

and Christopher.  



Work experience at Northway Parish Council  

 

Work experience is a very important part in the post 16 department at Alderman 

Knight School.  It gives students a wide range of life skills, confidence and    

self-esteem for the future.  

I would like to share my experience working in the reception area of Northway 

Parish council, Tewksbury.  

Firstly, I would like to talk about the team that I have been working with for three 

months.  They warmly welcomed me on the first day with a very positive        

attitude when showing me around and explaining my duty role.   They are      

extremely kind, friendly and supportive.  They are also patient at explaining 

tasks to me and reminding me where things are if I forget.  The people there 

are always positive and always happy with my work. The staff treat me as a 

member of their team. It is a pleasure to work there with such a friendly team!  

Working with Northway Parish Council, I have extended my life skills such as 

communicating with people effectively; learn about their filing system, how to 

use their photocopier which is different to the one in post 16, franking, stapling, 

sorting, shredding, using different 

types of whole punches and stuffing 

envelopes.  I am busy working during 

my time there doing all these things.  

I am happy being busy because I 

want to gain as many skills as     

possible and to master those which I 

have already.  

I am very lucky to have the            

opportunity to work in such a great 

place with such amazing people! I 

would like to do this as a future job.  

It is a healthy working environment!  

 

Amber, Post 16 



 

Chocolate Poem by 2H 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AKS v Milestones Football Match 

On Friday 24
th
 January, a team of three Y6 and two Y7 students went to The Milestones 

School for a football fixture. This was the first fixture for this age group and the pupils were 

extremely excited! 

The boys arrived at Milestones looking extremely professional in their blue Alderman Knight 

kit. Mr Toller led a vigorous warm up to prepare the boys for the challenges ahead. Before 

they knew it the match had got underway. Harvey(2W) was in goal, Taylor-Den(3L) and Max

(2W) were in defence with Noah(2W) as captain and in midfield and Jagrit(3I) playing as a 

lone striker.  

The first few minutes were very frantic with no team making much use of the ball. Alderman 

Knight seemed to be more threatening however, and Milestones looked very dangerous on 

the counter attack. The first real chance fell to Milestones, when a counter attack occurred 

and the skilful, nippy striker of Milestones found himself one-on-one with Harvey. The striker 

fired the ball into the right hand corner of Harvey‘s goal however, a strong hand from the 

AKS keeper tipped it around the post to concede a corner.   Minutes later, again on the 

counter attack, Harvey kept out a long range effort from Milestone‘s midfield maestro,     

saving the ball with his right foot. AKS grew in confidence and five minutes before half-time 

Noah had a shot from the edge of the box, this cannoned off the post and fell to Taylor-Den 

who fired it home to make it 1-0 to AKS. 

At half-time some changes were made, Jagrit got the gloves and Harvey came out onto the 

pitch. Jagrit was called straight into action when a great piece of play by Milestones saw 

them fire a shot towards goal. Jagrit saved the ball which then was cleared by the AKS    

defence. Max grew in confidence throughout the entire game and stopped numerous  

threatening attacks.  

Milestones equalised when their striker went through on goal. Jagrit made a save,            

however, he couldn‘t do much about the rebound when this was tapped in by the nippy  

striker. The game continued to provide end-to-end action and with five minutes to go, a 

great piece of skill by Noah created some space. He opened up the Milestones defence and 

fired a shot from the edge of the box past the Milestones keeper. The celebrations were 

short as the boys were focused on getting the win. 

In the final seconds of the game Milestone thought they would try their luck. Their defender 

had a long range effort saved by Jagrit who tipped the ball around the post! The final whistle 

went and there was great relief on the boys faces.  

The boys were a credit to the school and conducted themselves in a very respectful way. A 

special thank you to Mr Toller for your support and hard work during the match. Well done 

everyone involved! 

 



Green Knights  

 

 

 

Dear Readers,  

We have now achieved our bronze Eco-Schools award and are well on the way to our goal of    

achieving the Green Flag award by the end of the summer! We are going from strength to strength 

and have had lots of new members join the group recently.  

The Green Knights gave a wonderful assembly to the whole school on all of the activities we have 

been involved in recently. We told the school about how we have written letters to Mrs Steel to get 

more recycling bins around the school and conducted an environmental review of the school grounds.  

We have also taken part in the Big Battery Hunt and have sorted all of the old batteries in the school. 

Each classroom now has a battery recycling box which we will empty and send away at the end of the 

year. As part of our quest to make the school environment a more environmentally friendly place and 

to look at the nature area in the school grounds we took part in the RSPB big schools bird watch in 

January and submitted our results to the website. The members of the group also made bird feeders 

and fat balls to encourage more birds into our nature 

area.  

We have been undertaking regular litter picking   

sessions around the school site and have collected 

numerous bags of rubbish. We will continue to    

complete these litter picks as part of the Great British 

Spring Clean organised by Keep Britain Tidy. If you 

would like to help or have any suggestions for Eco 

projects please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Mrs Shaw and the Green Knights  



Matrix Challenge  

by Connor, age 14 (4D) 

 
 

On January 30th 2020 the author of this story, 

Connor, together with Ellie and Archie attempted 

the Matrix Cyber Security Challenge 2020. This 

is a series of cyber security-related challenges 

where the goal is to unlock a decryption key to a 

laptop and a final set of questions.  

If you would like to try this yourself you can  

navigate to http://matrix-challenge.uk via 

Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome.                 

Unfortunately it is incompatible with Internet   

Explorer. 

The whole of Kestrel House have been working hard this term. 

They have consistently been gaining House Points during lessons and 

House Competitions. This culminated in Kestrel House winning the termly 

prize. After some consideration it was decided that pizza and a film would 

be a great way to celebrate. So on Tues 17
th,

 Kestrel House sat down to 

watch Muppet Christmas Carol and enjoy a slice of Domino‘s pizza, a 

great way to start Christmas off. 

Kestrel House has also been busy raising money for their chosen 

charity. The Children‘s Society is a charity which raises fund for children 

in need. They do a lot of work with teenagers and all the problems they 

have to go through. They also work closely with teams who assist       

children who have been displaced by wars and political disputes. So far 

we have raised £ 213.21 

It is also getting close to the time when we vote for the new House 

Captain and Vice-Captain. This year all of the students in year 10 have 

put their names forward to be considered which is fantastic! I‘m looking 

forward to the vote in March. 

Let‘s hope Kestrel House will keep up the good work. 

Mrs M Loveridge – Head of Kestrel House. 

Kestrel House News 



Young Voices 2020 

 

 

On 28
TH

 January 2020 AKS went to Young Voices in       
Birmingham! 

27 pupils and 7 staff did Young Voices and they all loved it but I think the staff  
enjoyed it as much as the pupils especially when it came to Kusimama a song 
originated from Swahili which is an African language. 

The concert took place in The Resorts World Arena Birmingham  and when we 
got there, all of us were in shock because it was massive with loads of space and 
a loud but relaxing atmosphere to make us excited and nervous but overall we 
had fun. 

We were shocked when we found out that 6,609 other children were going to 
sing with us meaning that in total 6,636 children sang on the night! 

We left at 12:15 and it just took us under an hour to get there, we registered 
around 1:15 to 1:30, we then waited about half an hour before we were allowed 
to go into the actual arena to rehearse. We said hi to loads of people including 
David who was the main conductor and helped us perfect the songs before the 
actual concert started. Then at 5:00 we had our packed tea, then the public came 
in at 6:00 and we spent an hour  looking for our parents, also we had to go on a 
special mission to find Mrs Steel when we heard that she was coming to watch 
us! Finally the concert started at 7:00 and it lasted until 9:00. 

I enjoyed singing the Queen Medley; Kusimama and Larger than Life. 

We sang our hearts out for 2 hours and the experience was incredible and none 
of us will ever forget it! 

By Ellie Upton 4D 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://twitter.com/yvconcerts&psig=AOvVaw0xHb3hN6vGugRp2HVhHwut&ust=1580979493807000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDtkNuFuucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


 



 
 

Cadbury World  

2H & 2W 

On Monday 10th February, 2H and 2W took a trip to the most delicious 
place on Earth...Cadbury World! We have been learning all about 
'chocolate' and wanted to learn even more about the chocolate making 
process.  When asked about their favourite part of the day, pupils          
responded with the following: 

  

'I saw a chocolate football, chocolate shoe and other chocolate        
sculptures' - Rebecca (2H)  

 

'I had two...going to see chocolate footballs and going on the ride' -      
Sophie (2H)  

  

We had a great day out and even managed to save our chocolate bars 
until we got home! 

Miss Hall 



House Archery 

 
 

On Monday 10
th
 and Tuesday 11

th
 of February all four houses entered teams 

to participate in a house archery competition. The competition was over two 
lunchtimes with each house shooting a total of 18 arrows.  

All teams played with great spirit and it was amazing to see the house cap-
tains and the vice-captains in attendance, cheering on their teams.  

The results were: 

1
st
 Falcon 74 Points 

2
nd

 Kestrel 58 Points 

3
rd

 Osprey 54 Points 

4
th
 Hawk 18 Points. 

There was also an individual event where the top scorer from each key stage 
was awarded with a certificate.  

The results were:  

Primary Top Archer: Ollie (2W) 

KS3 Top Archer: Crystal (3H) 

KS4 Top Archer: Freddie (4D) 

 

Congratulations to all the teams, players and supporters. Keep your eye out 
for the next house competition! 



Boccia County Finals 

 
 

 

Five members of 3C took part in a Boccia Tournament and achieved 

Bronze medals – well done to Lucas, Daisy, Liv, George and Henri. 

Special congratulations to Lucas who also received an award for 

‗Teamwork‘.   Miss Collier 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 Horse Riding 

Throughout the school year a small group of 6 key stage 3 pupils go  horse riding at the 

Cotswold Riding for the Disabled centre at Cheltenham Racecourse. Most of the      

children had not ridden before. 

 

Since September all six have completed their grade 1 horse riding badges and grade 1 
horse care. They have now progressed and are working towards grade 2. This is such 
a big achievement as some were really nervous about even getting on to a horse and 
this week all 6 rode independently without being led by a volunteer.  

What do young people get from horse riding? 

According to many providers of horse riding benefits include: 

 Boosting the cardiovascular system. 

 Easing stress. 

 Teaching self-discipline and patience. 

 Increasing confidence. 

 Improving cognitive  and learning ability. 

Improves balance, fine motor, core strength and muscular developments. 

 

Above all this activity gives the young people a tremendous sense of achievement 
when they see their skills develop and they ‗find their brave.‘  

Pupils with volunteers at the 

Cotswold RDA 



Second Hand Uniform 

 
 

We will accept the following good quality items in all sizes for primary 

and secondary 
 

White shirts and polo shirts 

Grey and black trousers and shorts for boys and girls 

Grey skirts, pinafores, culottes 

Red and white gingham dresses 

Cherry red sweatshirts, jumpers and cardigans with or without school logo 

Navy sweatshirts, jumpers and cardigans with or without the school logo. 

Navy PE shorts and skorts 

White PE tee shirts with our without logo 

Navy tracksuits or jogging bottoms 

Cycling shorts 

PE bags 

Swimwear – must be in very good condition 

Any items with AKS logo – hats, book bags, jackets 

We are looking to increase the availability of second hand uniform at Alderman Knight 

School. We need good quality donations along with some volunteers to help sort, put 

out or pack away the items at events such as assemblies, parents evenings and coffee 

mornings. 

All items will be sold on a donation basis with people giving what they feel the items are 

worth and what they can afford to pay. 100% of the funds raised from the second hand 

uniform sales will go to Alderman Knight School.  

Please send your donations into school and provide your contact details to Christine 

Beale if you would like to help. Email office@aldermanknight.gloucs.sch.uk  or call 

01684 295639 

A clothes rail and coat hangers have been kindly donated by Mr & Mrs Keys  



 
 

Pirates & Fairies  

Event for 7-11 year old children in care 

On Tuesday 18th February 2020   

10 am – 12noon 

Venue:                                                  

The Milestones School Hall,     

Longford Lane, Gloucester GL2 

Fun activities 

include……. 

Bouncy Castle  

Treasure Hunt 

Arts and crafts  

Face painting 

Cake decorating  

Dressing up  

Event organised by 

Gloucestershire 

County Council   

Participation Team  

To book places, please contact the Participation Team 

Text or call us on 07876 390658  

or email cypvoice@gloucestershire.gov.uk by 11/02/2020 

mailto:cypvoice@gloucestershire.gov.uk


Important Dates  
  

   

Date What Who to or Where 

  

24th February Return to School  

5th March World Book Day  

9th March  Inset Day  

12th March Post 16 Parents Evening 3.00pm 

20th March Primary Celebration Assembly  9.00am 

20th March KS4 Celebration Assembly 11.00am 

20th March KS3 Celebration Assembly 1.30pm 

20th March Modern Foreign Language Day Years 6—9 

3rd April Break Up for Easter 1.00pm 

20th April  Return to School  

5th May Year 9 Subject Parents Evening 3.30pm 

8th May May Day Bank Holiday  

22nd May Summer Half Term  

1st June Return to School  

17th July School Ends for the Summer Holiday 1pm 

And finally………. 

This term‘s Accelerated Reader results for each tutor group 

are: 

 

1)   3A - 487,740 

2)   2W - 173,611 

3)   3G - 150,529 


