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Friday 17th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
Reference: Plans for continued closure of Alderman Knight School  
 
As you will all know the current Lockdown situation is to be continued for at least another three weeks. 
 
As a result of this, the advice to schools has not changed and schools should be closed for everyone 
except the children of critical workers and vulnerable children. There have not been any children attending 
AKS since Monday 22nd March.  
 
As time has gone on the government has continued to revise its documentation and advice. However there 
has been very little change to the two publications that explain the government expectations on schools 
and parents/ carers. These documents are; 
 

1. Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on vulnerable children and young people   

(Updated 1st April 2020) 
 

2. Guidance Coronavirus (COVID-19): Closure of educational settings: information for parents 
and carers  (Updated 16 April 2020) 

 
I have copied the sections from the documents that I feel are most relevant and explain what the 
responsibilities are on us at this time (see page 3,4 +5)   
 
The most important statement that is repeated throughout both documents is; 

‘If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. That is 
why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and 
asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend.’ 

We appreciate that your children have already been at home for 4 weeks and at the moment we still do not 
have any idea when schools will reopen.  

With the news of the Lockdown being extended we feel it is very important to review the current position 
with all our families in case there is need for us to do anything differently. We want to do all we can to help 
prevent the spread of the virus but we also need to ensure that all our children are able to be cared for at 
home.  

Therefore please reconsider your own personal circumstances and if you feel they have changed since 
March 22nd and your child cannot continue to be looked after and kept safe at home please email me by 
Monday 20th April 2020.  
 
We appreciate many children are now missing school and their friends. However we also know many are 
keeping in touch by face-timing, using Zoom, chatting on the phone, emailing and playing games on-line as 
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well as talking and sharing their work with staff. Our weekly chats with you and the sharing of messages 
through Dojo, Seesaw and email are great for us too and help us know how you are doing and how we can 
help. We hope you find them useful too. It is really important for all of us that we do everything we can to 
stay in touch. We have a brilliant school community and these tricky times are just reinforcing how 
supportive everyone is of each other. Thank you. 
 
I am sorry I cannot say when school will be reopening but we are in a time of great uncertainty and as yet 
no-one has that answer. I also know that there are many questions you are being asked by your children 
about the changes and events that always happen at the end of an academic year such as moving from Y6 
to Y7, Y11 and Post 16 Leavers celebrations, Y10 options, tutor group changes etc.  
  
Please assure your children we are also thinking about these things. We will need to do some things 
differently but we will make sure everything runs as smoothly as possible and everyone is given the 
support they need to manage any changes.   
 
Finally, a message for KS4 and Post 16 students who were due to complete accreditations this year - we 
will be touch next week to let you know how we are working with the examination boards to ensure the 
work already done is recognised and how grades will be awarded.   
 
 
Best wishes 

 
Clare Steel 
 
Head teacher 
 
p.s. Monday is the official start of the new term so there will be plenty more work on the school website to 
help structure ‘school days’!  
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1. Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on vulnerable children and young people   

Updated 1 April 2020 I have only copied section 1 and 21 – the full document can be found at this link 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people 

Introduction 

1. What is the definition of vulnerable children? 

Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those children and young people up to the 
age of 25 with education, health and care (EHC) plans. 

Those who have a social worker include children who have a child protection plan and those who are 
looked after by the local authority. A child may also be deemed to be vulnerable if they have been 
assessed as being in need or otherwise meet the definition in section 17 of the Children Act 1989. 

Those with an EHC plan should be risk-assessed by their school or college in consultation with the local 
authority (LA) and parents, to decide whether they need to continue to be offered a school or college place 
in order to meet their needs, or whether they can safely have their needs met at home. This could include, 
if necessary, carers, therapists or clinicians visiting the home to provide any essential services. Many 
children and young people with EHC plans can safely remain at home. 

We know that schools and other education providers may also want to support other children who are 
vulnerable where they are able to do so. Eligibility for free school meals in and of itself should not be the 
determining factor in assessing vulnerability. 

We will work with schools, colleges and local authorities to help identify the children who most need 
support at this time. Looking after these children will enable schools to support the country during 
challenging times. 

Children with education health and care (EHC) plans 

21. Do all children and young people with an EHC plan need to continue at school? 

Many children and young people with EHC plans can safely remain at home. Schools, colleges, other 
training providers and local authorities will need to consider the needs of all children and young people with 
an EHC plan, alongside the views of their parents, and make a risk assessment for each child or young 
person. Local authorities and education settings should decide together who is best placed to undertake 
the risk assessment, noting that the duty to ensure provision remains with the local authority. 

They will need to consider a number of different risks to each individual, including: 

 the potential health risks to the individual from COVID-19, bearing in mind any underlying health 
conditions. This must be on an individual basis with advice from an appropriate health professional 
where required 

 the risk to the individual if some or all elements of their EHC plan cannot be delivered at all, and the 
risk if they cannot be delivered in the normal manner or in the usual setting 

 the ability of the individual’s parents or home to ensure their health and care needs can be met 
safely 

 the potential impact to the individual’s wellbeing of changes to routine or the way in which provision 
is delivered 

We expect most children and young people with EHC plans will fall into the following categories: 
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 children and young people who would be at significant risk if their education, health and care 
provision and placement did not continue, namely those who could not safely be supported at 
home. This may include those with profound and multiple learning difficulties, and those receiving 
significant levels of personal care support. Local authorities will need to work with the individual’s 
educational setting – especially residential special schools and specialist colleges – as well as local 
health partners, to ensure they are able to remain open wherever possible. This may mean 
deploying staff from other education settings, to keep staffing ratios safe 
 

 children and young people whose needs can be met at home, namely those who are not 
receiving personal care from their educational setting, or whose limited need for personal 
care can be met in their family home. 

2. Coronavirus (COVID-19): Closure of educational settings: Information for parents and 
carers 

Updated 16 April 2020 I have only copied section 6 and part of section 7 – the full document can be found at the 

link given here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-
and-carers 

6. Vulnerable children 

6.1 Is my child counted as vulnerable? 

Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those with education, health and care 
(EHC) plans. 

Children who have a social worker include children in need, children who have a child protection plan and 
those who are looked after by the local authority. We will work with schools, early years, further education 
(FE) providers and local authorities to help identify the children who most need support at this time. 

We know that schools will also want to look to support other children who are vulnerable where they are 
able to do so. 

6.2 Is it compulsory for parents of vulnerable children to accept their place offer? 

There is an expectation that vulnerable children who have a social worker will attend provision, so long as 
they do not have underlying health conditions that put them at higher risk than others. In circumstances 
where a parent does not want to bring their child to an education setting, and their child is considered 
vulnerable, the social worker and education provider should explore the reasons for this directly with the 
parent. 

Where parents are concerned about the risk of the child contracting the virus, the education provider 
should talk through these anxieties with the parent following the advice set out by Public Health England. 

Educational settings may also want to consider how to encourage children and young people to attend 
provision. Social workers will remain in contact with vulnerable children and families, including remotely if 
needed. 

Those with an EHC plan should be risk-assessed by their education setting in consultation with the 
local authority and parents, to decide whether they need to continue to be offered a school/college 
place in order to meet their needs, or whether they can safely have their needs met at home. This 
could include, if necessary, carers, therapists or clinicians visiting the home to provide any 
essential services. Many children and young people with EHC plans can safely remain at home. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
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7. Critical workers 

7.1 Will I be counted as a critical worker? 

Critical workers include NHS staff, police, farmers and food retail workers, who need to be able to go out to 
work. 

Children with a parent or carer who is listed on the government’s critical worker list should be considered 
for a school place. 

If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. That is why the 
government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to 
remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. 

7.2 If only one parent or carer is a critical worker, can I send my children into school? 

Children with at least one parent or carer who is critical to the coronavirus (COVID-19) response can 
attend school if required. 

However, many families with a parent or carer working in critical sectors will be able to ensure their 
child is kept at home. Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be, to limit the 
chance of the virus spreading. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision

