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Dear Parents & Carers,

Welcome to our Christmas Edition of A Knight’s Tale!
Well, we have finally reached the end of the term and Christmas is almost here! It has been a
long term and the lazy, hazy sunny days of summer are a distant memory! Everyone has
worked extremely hard this term and I would like to say a huge well done to all the pupils and
students, especially those who joined us in September, for all their efforts and their happy,
cheerful approach to what they have been doing over the last four months! We are proud of
them all. Thank you of course to the staff, teaching and support – it’s been a long tiring term
for us as well and with the recent snow and ‘no water’ days our busy run up to Christmas has
been somewhat derailed! However, everyone has pulled together and we have done all we
can to rearrange as many of the events as we could so we still get that wonderful Christmassy
feeling! Thank you to all of you as well, for your on-going support across the term.  It is vitally
important in helping us to ensure your children get the very best out of their time at Alderman
Knight.  As you already know , it has been an extremely busy term and absolutely crammed
full of great learning experiences in and out of school. This edition of ‘A Knight’s Tale’ has
been put together to help show you some of the great achievements and opportunities the
pupils and students have enjoyed this term.
Although there have been many notable events, one I would like to mention is the opening of
the Post 16 Centre in November. Laurence Robertson, our local Member of Parliament,
officially ‘opened’ the building which was extremely fitting as Laurence was instrumental in
battling all those years ago to keep the school open. It was a wonderful afternoon and we had
many friends of the school join in to celebrate with us this fantastic new provision.
Finally this week, just to make sure we are well and truly in the Christmas mood, we have the
primary Christmas performance which will, as always be wonderful and very moving. This is a
magical part of our Christmas with every member of the primary department involved in some
way. It is the whole-school Christmas Dinner on Tuesday and Mandy and her team are cook-
ing for 192 this year! No mean feat and I know from past experience it will be a lovely day! And
then to round it all off we are having our Christmas Assembly and Carol Concert on
Wednesday morning followed by the staff pantomime. By the time we get to 1pm Wednesday
we will all be well and truly ready for the Christmas break!
The staff and Governors would like to wish you and your families a happy and relaxing time
and best wishes for a wonderful 2018.

Mrs Steel
Staff updates

Ms Kate Howells, Mrs Sophie Ginty and Ms Maddy Irwin all had baby boys this term!
Congratulations to all of them.
Mr John Breen has joined us as an English teacher – we are very pleased he has joined the
staff team and look forward to working with him.
Mr Matt Peplow who joined us in 2012 will be leaving us to join a construction company and
will be working on a variety of projects in Education.  Mr Peplow will be leaving us at February
half term.



 Year 10 Work Experience
Well done Year 10,  who all did so well on your first work experience placement. Here is a
small  selection of photos and feedback.

‘Very keen to help and learn’;  ‘Committed and focussed throughout his placement’; ‘Enthusiastic,
helpful,smart and tidy.’; ‘..a joy to work with and fitted in really well..’ ; ‘So helpful and polite!’.



Alley Cat
In our Summer Edition we showed the
Alley Cat art work, which was produced
by our pupils & Eastnor Pottery.

Here is a photograph of the unveiling.

A lovely afternoon was had by all.

A Birthday Celebration
Mikey in Year 2, celebrated his 7th

Birthday with his classmates at our local
Brewers Fayre.  Lots of fun and a lovely
birthday tea was enjoyed.

Work Experience
Our Year 11’s completed their weeks
work experience in October.  Here are
just some of the companies that we would
like to thank for hosting our pupils:-

No 5 Restaurant, Winchcombe

GL1

Eastnor Pottery

Hilton Hotel Puckrup, Twyning

Batsford Arboretum, Moreton-in-Marsh

YMCA Shop, Gloucester

True Films, Cheltenham

M & Co, Tewkesbury

Kingfisher Treasure Seekers, Gloucester

Co-Op, Tewkesbury

Thank you to Mrs Dickinson & staff who
have been involved with our pupils busy
and exciting week.

Show Racism the ‘Red’ Card
We raised just over £122 by wearing red in

school.  Well done Alderman Knight.



Macmillian Worlds Biggest Coffee Morning
29th September 2017

Raised £320

Prizes won by:-  Mrs Laughton; Max;
Wilson; Mrs Lea; Mrs Sipek & Sophie.



Saturday Craft Club

The Saturday Craft Workshop has had a great term. We
have made Christmas mugs to sell at the various craft fairs
and have also done some wet felting and made the felt balls
into acorn brooches and  garlands. This Christmas time we
have made a total of £268 for The Friends of Alderman
Knight.

Many thanks to all of you that have given your time to make
this all such a success.

Amber Clay- South West Junior
Chef of the Year

During the summer, Amber Clay qualified for the
final of the Junior South West Chef of the Year
competition.

The final took place on the 14th October 2017 at
the Ashburton Cookery School in Devon.

There were five other competitors from across schools in
the South West. Judges all agreed that the quality of
cooking on display from all six finalists was exceptional,
especially from such young cooks, aged only 12-15!

Finalists ensured that the judges were thoroughly
challenged in their task and, after much deliberation, the
panel agreed that they could not pick only one winner!
Two pupils were selected as   winners of the competition,
one of which was our own Amber!

Amber attended the Awards dinner on 25th October at the Exeter Golf
and Country Club and received her trophy from Michael Caines MBE.
As part of her prize, Amber has the fantastic opportunity to undertake
work experience at the 2 Michelin Star restaurant,  Le Champignon
Sauvage in Cheltenham.

Well Done Amber!



Alderman Knight Post 16 Grand Opening

On Friday 10th November 2017, Alderman Knight had an open day for
the new Post 16 Centre. For this big day, around 40 guests came to
our open day. These guests included students who were at the
school years ago and people who helped to keep the school open
when the school was going to close in 2006.

When our guests first arrived, we greeted them and had a nice chat
to them before giving them a tour around the new Post 16 centre.

Next, before we had a buffet lunch with our guests. The food looked
and tasted excellent.

After, we were shown some clips of when the school was planning to
close in 2006 before some pupils said a few words about what
Alderman Knight School has done for them and Mrs Steel handed out
some thank you gifts to certain guests.

After that, Laurence Robertson MP officially opened the new Post 16
Centre. We all stood just outside the Post 16 Centre for some photos.

Finally, we had tea and cake with our guests before saying goodbye
to them and thanking them for coming to the open day.

Overall, the open day was a really exciting and enjoyable day. It was
nice to officially open our new Post 16 Centre, but it was also nice
chatting to our guests.



On 13th November, pupils from 4V attended a “Hate Crime - Have Tolerance” event.  One of our
pupils, Joe, was interviewed for both radio and TV. He did an amazing job and was extremely
eloquent in what he said.

The boys were a credit at the event, very mature and sensitive towards the
topic. They were excellent ambassadors for the school.
To watch the programme please use the link below.   By Mrs Silverthorn.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-gloucestershire-42039426/speaking-out-against-
childhood-disabled-hate-crime

On Monday 13th November, we had a special visitor who came into the
Key Stage 3 music lessons to demonstrate how to play the electric
guitar. Jamie Johnson, who used to attend Alderman Knight School
talked confidently to the pupils all about the guitar, how it works, what
each part is called and he answered lots of questions which the pupils
were keen to ask him.  Jamie went on to perform a couple of songs on
his electric guitar, including a song which he had previously performed at
the Alderman Knight has got talent show when he was in Year 11. After
this, he showed each  pupil how to strum and pluck the strings and there
were many volunteers who wanted a go!  As well as playing his guitar
Jamie demonstrated his excellent rapping skills in the music lessons and
talked about the ‘new school rap’ he had composed and performed at the
grand opening of the new school four years ago.  All the pupils really
enjoyed listening to Jamie and having the opportunity to have a go at
playing his electric guitar so we invited him to come in the week after and

         do the same in Primary.

On Friday 17th November 2017, the post 16 students went to Cotswold Farm Park.
We set off at 10:50 am and returned back to school at 2:50 pm. We had an amazing
time feeding lambs, feeding goats, stroking chicks, playing with piglets, going for a
walk in the maze and going on some of the trampolines and slide. At 12:30 pm, we
had lunch. At the end of the day, we met up at the gift shop and bought items to
remember the day and set off for the journey back to Alderman Knight School.

By Amber - AKS Post



Tewkesbury Christmas Lights Switch On
Organised by Tewkesbury Rotary Club

Sunday 19th November

During the last Hawk House assembly we had Charlotte from
“Make a Wish Foundation” come into school to talk about the amazing work they

carry out.

I also spoke about my experience with this charity when they granted my wish back in
March 2015. I travelled to the ITV studios in London to meet  Ant and Dec, which was

fantastic.    By Bethan 3S



17th November Children in Need
We had a great Children in Need fundrasing

day, pupils & staff wore spots for Pudsey, there
was a cake sale and a car wash by Jordan in
Post 16, with various other events during the

day.  Thank you for all of your support, we
raised an amazing £385.81.



The Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway
Welcomes Cotswold RDA

To See Santa at The North Pole

Forest Green Rovers v Cheltenham Town
Saturday 25th November 2017







Imam Hussan’s visit to AKS

On November 28th  2017, Imam Hussan visited our
school assembly, to teach pupils about Islam, Mus-
lims and the Islam religion in general. He explained
about Muslims praying, Prophet Muhammed (pbuh),
the pilgrimage to Mecca, mosques, Ramadan and
fasting, Muslim festivals, and how Muslims are like
normal people.

Here are some things he talked about; Ramadan is
the Muslim month of fasting. For a month, Muslims will not eat food and not drink from sunrise
to sunset. Ramadan moves 10 days earlier every year. This year it was on May 26th, which
would have been extremely hard for people fasting as they would not have been able to eat or
drink for 16 to 18 hours every day, for a month!

Muslims believe that their religion descended from Judaism and Christianity. They believe that
after prophet Jesus came the prophet, Mohammed (pbuh). Muslims believe that the final and
complete revelation of their faith was made through the prophet Mohammed (pbuh). Imam
Hussan told us that Mohammed (pbuh) is only mentioned 4 times in the Quran, but Jesus is
mentioned 25 times and even has three chapters (out of 114 total chapters in the Quran)
dedicated to him!

Once in their life, Muslims must go to the gigantic mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia for a special
pilgrimage. They spend five days performing holy activities, such as drinking holy water,
throwing stones at walls, and lots and lots of praying.

Muslims need to pray five times a day (in the morning, at sunrise, late in the afternoon, sunset,
and late in the evening).  They must do this wherever they are. At work, at school, at
home…they still do it!  However, there are exceptions. Young children, weak people, ill people,
and people who are travelling do not have to pray, or fast.  Those who do pray keep prayer
mats where they pray. Normally they keep one at their workplace (for praying at work) and one
in the boot of their car if they are not at home.

We learnt that Muslims aren’t aliens, they are normal people. You’ll find this out if you meet
Muslims and become friends with them. Muslim women aren’t oppressed, and they don’t need
to be covered from head to toe. Muslims aren’t terrorists. Islam preaches against hate and
murder, and religious leaders of Islam regularly condemn terrorist attacks and organisations
that support this. At this school, hate speech against any religion is not tolerated.

All pupils behaved very well and listened to Imam Hussan, which was very good considering
that he spent 40 minutes talking, taking up nearly all of Lesson 1!

By Connor, 3L (age 12)



Christmas Cheer – Saturday 2nd December
Raised £1256.23

Thank you to everybody that supported this event



Kestrel House funding Raising
Wrong Trouser Day

I’m walking down the corridor and coming towards me are a pair of
pyjamas, some high viz trousers and a tutu!! All blended together with
AKS jumpers, it made me smile.

This was the first House fundraising event of the year. Kestrel House
was hosting “Wrong Trousers Day”. Lots of children and staff dressed
up in a variety of outfits including mis-matching footwear. It was really
lovely to see all ages taking part in the fun.

The total raised for the day was very close to £100. Thank you
everyone who took part. The money will go towards the animal care
at Teckels Animal Sanctuary.

By Mrs Loveridge
Head of Kestrel House

Angel Wings at Tewkesbury - Methodist Church
Following the success of the Methodist Church Christmas Tree Festival
in 2015 and St Nicolas Christmas Tree Festival in 2016, we were once
again asked to create a design The Methodist Church event this year,
The Festival of Angels.

Our angel wings have been covered by a feather that has been drawn
by each of our pupils. There were asked to think about someone that
was an angel or someone or people that they thought could you the
protection of an angel.

As you can see the wings look like they are ascending into heaven with
our thoughts and prayers attached.  Please feel free to pop into The
Methodist Church at The Cross in Tewkesbury to see all the wonderful

       angels.

Bethan Charity Craft Fair
Once again we were very lucky to be invited to Bethan's
Christmas Fair on 18th November, Mrs Edwards works tirelessly
to raise money for Birmingham Children's Hospital. Mrs Brown
and Mrs Francis ran the craft staff which raised money for The
Friends of Alderman Knight, and Mrs Davies and Mrs Shaw
brought the choir up to sing carols. The choir had many
complements and as always sang their hearts out. Thank you to
everyone who helped make it happen and bring such enjoyment to the wider community.



Cribbs Causeway Shopping Trip
with Sixth Form Students from
Tewkesbury School



News from our Choir by Mrs Butler
Alderman Knight School have been busy this
Christmas time on tour around Tewkesbury and
beyond.  There are now nearly 30 pupils in the choir
so various groups have been singing and the first
venue was the Christmas Fayre in Cheltenham
organised by Bethan Edwards’ mum. This was
followed by some enthusiastic singing at our own
Christmas Cheer event which really added to the
festive atmosphere of the afternoon. Another venue

we sang at was the Touching Souls tea rooms next to Tewkesbury Abbey. Some visitors from
Australia who were having a morning coffee there commented on how much they had
enjoyed listening to our children singing and said that it will be a lasting memory they will take
home with them. Finally, we are looking forward to singing at Tewkesbury Day Centre and at
Marina Court. We also have an after Christmas booking at Ashchurch Care Home in January
when we will be bringing a smile to the faces of the residents.

Year 11 Real Game Day

In November the Year 11 pupils were involved
in Real Game Day, exploring the process of
identifying skills and qualities that a person
has that would then help them look for a
suitable job. The pupils were required to
choose a job for the character they were given
and go through the process of applying for a
job by writing a letter of application and a CV
for this person. We were fortunate to have
support from the local businesses of Geckota,
Cotteswold Dairy and John Moore Museum.
These experienced people were able to go
through the letters of application and give
feedback to the pupils on whether their person
would have been offered an interview
and whether they were a suitable person
for the job.

Thank you to Rosewood Sawmills for the
donation of this years Christmas Tree.



Important Dates for your Diary
Thursday 4th January First day of term

Tuesday 30th January AKS Friends Meeting 7pm All Welcome

Tuesday 6th February KS4 & Primary Parents
Evening

Letter to follow.

Friday 9th February Last day of term

Monday 29th February First day of term

Thursday 29th March Last day of term

Monday 16th April First day of term

KS3 & 4 Disco

All pupils had a
fabulous time dancing

and enjoying
themselves with their

friends.

Thanks you to all the
staff who helped make
this evening a success.

Thank you to everyone for all the contributions for this edition.

Have a lovely break.

See you in 2018!


