
Summer 2017 Edition
A Knight’s Tale

Dear Parents / Carers,

Almost there – Friday 21st July 1pm! The date and time that marks the end of another academic year
and the start of another summer holiday! Obviously we are all hoping for long, warm lazy days full of
fun and relaxation!

As you can imagine in school at the moment the children are beginning to wind down but behind the
scenes we are of course working incredibly hard to get things ready for the new academic year and
the new date in our minds after Friday will be Monday 4th September, the first day back for staff!

However, before we leave this academic year behind, we’d like to use this newsletter as an
opportunity to reflect on what a wonderful and fulfilling year it has been.  To share with you some of
the highlights, some of the most recent achievements and successes and of course some of the
changes that are happening.

Staffing changes for September

Staff leaving – as always, at this time of year, we have a number of staff who have decided to move
on to new and exciting opportunities.

Staff leaving us are Mr Clifford, Mr Evans, Miss Potter, Mrs Harrison, Mrs Strachan, Miss Andrews,
Ms Fisher and Mr McNulty and Mrs Reid.

We are very grateful to them for the commitment they have shown to the school, we wish them well
and hope they have some very happy memories of Alderman Knight School to take with them.

Of course, to ensure we have a complete staff team we have appointed new staff who are joining us
in September which is very exciting. Many of the new staff were able to join us on our New Tutors
day, enabling the pupils to meet their new teaching team before the end of term.

New staff include:

Teachers:- Mrs Simmons – English; Miss G Collier – Maths; Miss Attenborough – Design Technol-
ogy; Ms Hawkins – Primary (to work with Mrs Ginty); Ms Irwin – Teacher
Teaching assistants:- Mrs  L Collier (Primary); Mrs Lea (KS3/4); Mrs Mulhern (KS3/4);  Miss Potter
(KS3/4); Mrs Price (KS3/4).

We are looking forward to welcoming them into our school.

In addition, I am delighted that Mrs Brock and Ms Towning are moving into Post 16 to support Mr
Lea and our growing number of students.

We are absolutely delighted to say that our new Post-16 Centre will be complete by mid-August so
will be ready and waiting for our 15 students and staff at the start of September.

We are also welcoming a number of new pupils into our Primary and Secondary departments.

On behalf of all the staff I would like to wish you all a wonderful holiday time wherever you are and
whatever you are doing.

Best wishes

Clare Steel



Two Year 11  pupils have submitted
photographs this year.

Luke from 4P ‘Butterfly’
Archie from 4B ‘Cars’

Two of Tewkesbury’s finest jigsaw puzzlers tackled the
piecing together of the Alley Cat.

Thank you to all the pupils who took part.  As you can
see the overall effect is amazing.

A photograph of the tiles made by Primary, 3VC, 3C, 4E and
some of 3T/3H plus ceramics enrichment and Robyn from our
Post 16.

Both pieces will be hanging in Warder’s Alley  in
Tewkesbury very soon.

Congratulations and Thank You to Simon Marfell,
step Dad to Jacob in 4E, who completed the
Tewkesbury Half Marathon, a massive achieve-
ment.  He ran the 13.1 miles in 2 hours 38 seconds.

The money that Simon raised £1100 went to of The
Friends of Alderman Knight school.

Alderman Knight School is very appreciative of all
your efforts.



On 26th April we held a
Gloucestershire Patoss
Evening talk- Fintan
O'Regan- No two children
are the same: Teaching
and Managing Non-Tradi-
tional Learners.

The winner of the
School Easter Egg
raffle was Sophie

from 3T.

Well done Sophie!

The Post-16’s time with Cheltenham Archers

On 12th April 2017, Mr Lea, Mr Williams, Mr McNulty and the
Post-16 students visited Cheltenham Archers with the intention
of learning the basics of archery. Our instructors were Mavis
Reynolds, the County Ladies Longbow Champion, and two other
fellow archers.

The beginning of the lesson involved a safety brief which was
followed by learning a variety of archery terms and the correct
usage of the bow and arrow.

After the tutorial we were able to handle the bows and familiarise ourselves
with the stance and motion of pulling back the string.

As our confidence with the bows grew, we were
able to nock the arrows and give shooting a go
with the guidance of our instructors.

After our first volley, the members of staff gave
the archery a shot showing us their skill.

As our practise round came to an end, we began a three round
competion to see who was the greatest archer.

As the last arrow pierced the target, we counted the scores to
see who was the victor. In first place was me, Jake; in second
place was James and in third place was Mr Williams.

Overrall, the Post-16 students had great time and I personally
would recommend Cheltenham Archers.

Written by Jake from AKS Post 16.



Dragon Building Workshop
Rebecca and Leo from the Carnival Arts Group came to work with 4S for a day to build a willow
and tissue paper dragon's head for the Tewkesbury Medieval Carnival parade on Sunday 9th
July.

4S were taught different willow weaving techniques and soon they were confident enough to
take charge of different parts of the dragon. By lunchtime it's structure was made and then
came the tricky task of wrapping it in cling film before they covered it in tissue paper.

They were all very proud of their creation and rightly so, the Dragon is amazing.



FRIDAY 23rd June 2017

Thank you for the amazing support with this event.
We have raised £846 so far.

CHELTENHAM SCIENCE FESTIVAL
By Mrs Beale

A very rainy and blustery day didn’t put off our visit to Cheltenham Science Festival this year
with Wendy, Troy, Rudi, Daniel, Isaac, Callum, Joe, Daniel, Daniel, James, Christopher, Linda,
Freddie, Annie and John.

The festival was as exciting and busy as previous years.

Our first stop was lunch in the gardens, thankfully the rain had stopped.  Then onto a talk given
by physicist, Dr Suzie Sheehy from Oxford University.

The talk was called “Accelerate” and described the work of CERN and the Large Hadron
Collider  accompanied by onstage experiments including liquid nitrogen, plasma balls and even
onstage explosions!  (all safely carried out with plenty of warning!)

After the talk we had to move straight onto the “MakerShack”.  This was full of hands on exhibits
and the pupils could choose want they wanted to do.

We just had enough time to have a quick look at the Science Trail around Imperial Gardens and
thankfully by then the sun was shining.

This visit is possible due to a generous donation by a parent.  The primary classes will have
visit from the Cheltenham Science Group later in the term.



Open the Book
Primary Collective Worship Assemblies

We are very fortunate to have a superb Open the Book team who bring Bible stories really
alive.  All of our primary pupils seem to thoroughly enjoy them and look forward to Open the
Book’s next visit.  Here they are listening to, ‘The healing of the lame man at the beautiful
gate’.

Pupils to visit Fresh Air Sculpture Show
at the The Old Rectory, Church Road, Quenington, Cirencester GL7 5BN

Year 10 GCSE students spent the day visiting the Fresh Air Sculpture Exhibition at Quenington
on 13th June. After an introductory talk, they were given tours of the gardens and then were
encouraged to photograph and draw their favourite pieces. In the afternoon, two artists led a
sculpture workshop which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Year 11 Exhibition Work
The Year 11 Art and Design students work was exhibited in the art room on Leaver's Day. Pupils
proudly showed their families their work; they were amazed by the work they had created for
their KS4 accreditations.



The Science Day by James Bermingham

The Science Day presented by Mr Jarvis was entertaining as well as educational, doing
experiments ranging from making dry ice to making smoke ring cannons. The day was a
barrel of laughs but was serious when it came to the science behind the experiments,
which were fascinating and enjoyable.

This is Mr Jarvis adding dry ice
to water to create a misty effect
that has been used in film
productions.

This was us testing out the smoke
ring cannons which work by
adding smoke into the cannon
then hitting the side of the cannon
to propel the smoke out into a
ring-like shape.

Me and Cameron making a
Homopolar motor. This is a
direct current electric motor with
two magnetic poles.

This is Michael causing a green
foamy volcanic eruption by adding
Hydrogen peroxide (H2O2,
washing
up liquid, and food colouring with
yeast and warm water to cause
the reaction.



Post 16 RE Day : Workshop on the Holocaust

With visiĕng Holocaust Survivor Speaker,
Janine Webber.

Amelia Ireland (Mrs Davies’ niece) delivered workshop sessions
to our Post 16 students on the morning of June 12th 2017.

She is part of a community of around 65 Regional Ambassadors
from all over the UK who have the shared aim of remembering,
informing  and  educating  about  the  Holocaust.  They  meet
regularly  at  Regional  Ambassador  Days  and  the  annual
Ambassador Conference to share ideas and motivate each other
in their roles.

The sessions included:
· An Introduction to the Holocaust
· The Contemporary Relevance of the Holocaust
· The Importance of Survivor Testimony
· An Art Workshop, focusing on contemporary relevance and

standing against prejudice and intolerance
There  was  keen  interest  and  great  participation  from all  of  our
Post 16 students, who were tasked with completing research to
learn and understand more about this very sensitive topic.
In  the  afternoon  we  were  fortunate  to  have  Janine  Webber,  a
speaker  from  the  Holocaust  Education  Trust,  to  speak  to  our
students, and some Key Stage 4 pupils also joined the talk.
She  now  lives  in  London  and  spoke  candidly  about  how  she
survived by living in a hole under the floor of some stables, living
in constant fear, for some twelve months. Conditions were very
cramped  and  she  barely  saw  any  daylight.  She  also  had  to
assume  a  new  identity  and  managed  to  escape  using  false
papers. Sadly she lost her mother, father and her 7 year brother
and  we  could  see  that  she  still  remembers  them  fondly  today.
Comments  after the talk  included :

‘ Unforgettable’,
‘ Very inspirational’, ‘ Very interesting’, ‘I learnt a lot’,

‘Absolutely Amazing’, ‘I liked it because it came from the heart’,

A pledge of support from our Post 16 pupils.



Kids out trip to Cattle Country

On Wednesday the 14th of June Class 3L had an amazing day at the Cattle
Country Adventure Park in Gloucestershire.  This was a treat paid for by
the Tewkesbury Rotary Club.  Each year the Rotary Club invites schools to
spend a day there.  The children loved everything about the day.

The weather was fantastic, the coach that took us there was superb and
the activities at Cattle Country were the best!

On arrival we were fortunate to be able to go straight into the
play barn – there were several slides; one was a vertical slide
that the children (not staff L) loved the most and a squishy as-
sault course.

Outside we were spoiled for choice; the children went on the trampolines, boating lake, The
Kid’s Berkeley Castle, jumping cushions and much more.

At lunch time the Rotary Club had arranged for everyone to have a packed
lunch with a drink.

Near the end of the day whilst we were queuing for
our ice-cream treat, the children were able to hug

and have their photo taken with differently dressed up ‘ice-creams’.

It was a wonderful day for 3L.

Thanks so much Rotary Club. J

Medieval Festival - Sunday 9th July 2017
After all lots of effort with making our Dragon and practising in
the medieval drum workshops, pupils and staff took part in the
parade.  Tewkesbury residents and visitors to our lovely town
out in force and the weather was glorious.

With thanks to everyone involved, Waytes and Measures for the
drumming workshops & the Carnival Arts Group, for helping us
make the Dragon & Geraldine Liddy for coordinating the event.



The Friends of Alderman Knight School Trip

to West Midlands Safari Park.



Post-16 Trip
to Belgium

The trip to Belgium was brilliant but quite tiring because we had to get up at 6 o’clock in
the morning, which was a shock for all of us! It was quite dark when we got to school. We
all chatted for a bit then me, James, Evannd Jake got on the bus with Mrs Silverthorn and
Mr Lea. Robyn, Sam,  Will, Mr McNulty and Ms Harrison were on the other bus.

The journey took longer than we thought but it was worth it in the end!  While we were
waiting to get on the train there were delays and Mr Lea’s bus had to wait a lot longer
because they went through security and the other bus went straight though and got on
the train. When they arrived in France they went to McDonald’s and waited for us to get
there. We then travelled to Belgium together.

When we arrived, two of the Belgians met us in the town centre and brought us to the
restaurant where we were reunited with the Belgian students, had dinner and then left for
the hotel, which was right next to the Gent stadium. While we were in Belgium, we visited
the Flanders Fields museum and then some cemeteries and had dinner in a restaurant

called the Kazematten. We also had a tour around the Belgian school and then discussed
the results from the questionnaire we had done together.

After that we had lunch in their school canteen. Then we left for another restaurant (there
are a lot of good restaurants in Belgium!) and the food there was delicious. We talked to
the staff for a while then said our goodbyes and left for our hotel.

On Saturday, we got up at 7am to leave for the Eurotunnel and get on the train back to
England.

I hope I can go back again!

Presentation to the Rotary Club

On July 10th, six of us did a presentation to Tewkesbury Rotary Club to thank them for
their support.

 We had dinner at Brewers Fayre then we drove up to Corse Lawn Hotel. We gave a
presentation all about our Belgian trip to 25 members of the Rotary Club.  After the talk I
gave the beer to the Rotary Club President, which was gratefully received.

Written by Cameron - Post 16.



ATTENDANCE AWARDS – LEAVERS ASSEMBLY
JUNE 2017 by Mrs Beale

Three of our leavers were presented with attendance awards in the
assembly on Friday 30th June 2017.

Eireann was presented with a certificate and voucher as he had 100% for the school year.

Luke started at Alderman Knight in 2011 and has near perfect attendance.  Luke was presented
a certificate and voucher.

Leanne started at Alderman Knight in 2007 and, during her 10 years at Alderman Knight,
Leanne has attended nearly every day.  This is an amazing achievement and Leanne was also
presented with a certificate and voucher.

Our guest, Jamie McDonald, also gave the Eireann, Luke and Leanne a signed copy of his
book.

Saturday Craft Workshops
The final two Saturday Craft Workshops were great fun. In May we had
a pirate themed afternoon, with pirate hats, treasure chests and plenty of
treasure too!!!. June saw us painting money boxes for Father Day and
we also ended with a party and a few party games.

A big thank you to EG Carter for their support this year and we look forward to seeing every-
one back in the new school year for more Craft Workshops.



KS4 Activities Week W/C 26th June 2017
As we approached the last day for our year 11 pupils, we had our
KS4 week of activities. This year’s activities included trips to the
Warner Brothers Studio The Making of Harry Potter, Cadbury
World, Cattle Country and the Wye Valley Activity Centre. It was a
great week where lots of special memories were created. The last
day we held our Leavers ceremony and welcomed Jamie McDonald
as our Superhero Special guest. The year 11 pupils shared with us

their videos that they had put together to share their memories of times at Alderman Knight
School. All involved had a wonderful time and it was a lovely way to say our goodbyes to the
2017 year 11 leavers.

Friday 30th June saw our year 11 pupils
have their leavers assembly. We had
Jamie McDonald from the Superhero
Foundation as our guest motivational
speaker who prompted us to think about
who our superhero's are and who are the
people that we are superhero's for. It was
wonderful watching the videos that our
Leavers had put together of photos from
their time at Alderman Knight School. It
was a really lovely celebratory afternoon
full of memories that will stay with us.



Summer Fete

Winners of categories at
Village Show 2017

Preserves- Jams
1. Joe - Plum jam

2. Elaine Hatton- Cherry berry

3. Charlotte Francis- Lemon Curd
with limoncello

Preserves- Chutney
1. Cameron - Christmas Chutney

2. Joe - Spiced Apple Chutney

3. Evan - Christmas Chutney

Tom Francis- Spiced apple and
Blackberry

James - Christmas Chutney

Citrus Cakes

1. Mrs. Colliver- Lemon Drizzle Cake

2. Bethan - Lemon Drizzle

James - Lemon Drizzle

3. Robyn - Lime Drizzle

Photography
1. Mrs. Steel- Flowers in Portugal

2. Tim Smith- Hidcote

3.  Charlotte Francis- Summer Sky

Winners of Inter-House Arts and Crafts
competition at the Village Show

1st Kestrel
2nd Osprey
3rd Falcon
4th Hawk

Overall winning pupil

Troy - receives a prize

Thank you so much for all your support today.

We raised a great total of £876.

A fantastic day and great atmosphere.
Winning drawing by

Troy.



Post 16 First Aid Course
On Tuesday 20th June, Paul Barrett who is a first aid trainer

in the fire brigade came in to school and did a first aid

course with Post 16.

First, we learnt about DRABC (Danger, Response,

Airway, Breathing and Circulation) which is a procedure that is followed after an incident. Next,

we learnt about the recovery position. We also learnt about procedures

followed when an adult or an infant is injured, bleeding or choking.

Overall, the first aid course was really interesting and enjoyable. Thank you

very much to Paul for coming in to school and being a fantastic trainer!

By Sam - Post 16

Bowling at Gloucester Ten Pin on Friday the 16th of June

The Alderman Knight School Sixth Form had an end of the term
excursion to play some bowling. We had two teams and the staff joined

Overall we had very jolly time, the winner was our very own Mr McNulty with a
score of a 142.

Teen Triple P

Positive Parenting Pro-
gramme June - July

2017

Five workshops held in
school.

Hartpury Football Tournament
The annual Hartpury football tournament took place
in April, the following team put in amazing
effort all round:-

Shakka, Jacob, Elliot, Ryan, Callum, Dan ,
Jacob Jack & Troy.

Out of five teams we came third - well done
everyone!



Year 10 Work Experience

Well done year 10, you all did so well on your first work experience
placement. Here is a small selection of photos and feedback.

Thank you to:-  Dundry Nursery; Over Farm; GL1; Premier Inn; Tewkesbury Library; Geckota Ltd;
Eddies Autos; Wellend Stores; Kingfisher Treasure Seekers; Hillbrook Farm; The Roses Theatre &
True Films.

‘Very keen to help and learn’  ‘Committed and focussed throughout his placement’ ‘Enthusias
tic, helpful, smart and tidy.’ ‘..a joy to work with and fitted in really well..’ ‘So helpful and polite!’



Year 5/6 Residential

On 24th May pupils from Year 5 and 6 set off for a 2 night residential trip to Croft Farm Water
Park. They took part in activities including Katacanoeing, climbing, kayaking, buggy building
and archery. With glorious weather and impeccably behaved children, a great time was had by

all.

2T / 2G Skillzone Visit

Pupils from Primary spent some time at Skillzone, an interactive village built to teach pupils
how to keep safe in a range of situations. Pupils spent time in the life size house learning about
safety in the home, in the park and farm and learning about road safety. Pupils ended their visit
with a pretend trip on the bus learning about where it is safe to sit.

Star College Aerial Dance Workshop

2T were lucky enough to be invited to take part in an Aerial workshop run by the National Star
College. Pupils were harnessed up and suspended from a wire, where they took part in
swinging and dance moves to music.



4C Enterprise Group

4C’s Enterprise Group, Magic Makers
have been very busy making ice-pops, ice-lollies
and fruit cups to sell at the summer fete.

They looked very smart in their new Magic
Makers t-shirts.

Junior South West Chef of the Year  Amber in 4S

Amber entered the South West Junior Chef of the Year competition and was selected to cook her
dish at a semi-final held on the 12th July at GlosCol in
Cheltenham. She competed against five other competitors
from the following schools: All Saints Academy, Maidenhill,
Bishops Cleeve Primary Academy, and Brimsham Green
School who were all competing for a place in the final.

She had to cook her dish of Gloucestershire Old Spot pork
belly with black pudding bonbons, red cabbage, apple mash
and a thyme infused cider reduction in an hour and half in
the professional catering kitchen at the college.
The competition was judged by David Everitt-Matthias of Le
Champignon Sauvage, Cheltenham, Gus Ashenford of
Restaurant 5 North Street, Winchcombe and Renark
Cousins, Chef Lecturer, GlosCol.

The standard of cooking was outstanding and all competitors
produced fantastic dishes. However, Amber was declared a
very worthy winner winner and the chefs were very
complimentary of her dish. She will now go through to the
final on Saturday 14th October at Ashburton Cookery School
in Devon.  Amber will be mentored by Gus Ashenford leading
up to the final and will gain valuable experience of a working
in a Michelin Star kitchen.

Congratulations Amber!

Allsorts Stroud

Inside Football Match
Briscombe

15th July 2017

Well done to all who took part!



4E Residential  - Camping at Rectory Farm

We had a fantastic residential trip for 4E, camping at Rectory Farm from Wednesday 12th to
Friday 14th July. It was a great few days and pleasure to spend time with the group outside the
school setting, and see them put their life skills into action.

The good news was that everyone was really well behaved, listened and followed instructions
and showed really good independence skills. Even better, they all showered on both Thursday
and Friday morning and put on deodorant and sun-cream themselves as needed.

We were very lucky with the weather and it was almost perfect, being not too hot and it didn’t
rain. On leaving school we went straight to Morrison’s for breakfast and lunch, making choices
of food they would like. We then headed off to the campsite and after settling in we dashed off
to Airborne in Cheltenham. Everyone had a great time getting hot and sweaty, before heading
off to the park for football and cricket and then on to McDonalds for tea. We returned to the
campsite, then had a campfire, marshmallows, and more cricket before chilling down before
bedtime. The last person was asleep at 11:06pm and the staff weren’t that far behind!.

This was a very long day as everyone was up from before 5am, with no hope of going back to
sleep. Breakfast was taken just after 6am and everyone ate well and made their own packed
lunches before we headed off to Cattle Country for the day. We played golf, went in the
paddling pool, the jumping pillow and climbed the climbing net. As well as overcoming fears of
handling and petting some small animals. Dinner was taken at the restaurant opposite the
school, before returning to the campsite for more games, marshmallows and campfire songs.
Bedtime was readily taken and I think everyone was exhausted.

The final day was greeted by some tired looking boys, but breakfast was taken and the camp
packed up with everyone doing their bit to keep things tidy. A trip to 10-pin bowling in
Cheltenham and lunch at Morrisons in Tewkesbury were the final parts of the trip and every-
one headed off home for a much needed rest.

Thanks to all the staff, Mrs Davies, Mr Ellen, Mrs Brock and Miss Irwin, Mrs Houldey for their
help in making this trip a great success.

Mr Ellen – July 2017



Ben from KS3 is
performing in

this
Production.

Well done Ben!

Important Dates

Monday 4th September 2017 Inset day - NO PUPILS

Tuesday 5th September 2017 First day back.

Tuesday 12th September 2017 Friends Meeting - 7pm.

Friday 22nd September 2017 Whole School photographs

Friday 29th September 2017 MacMillian Coffee Morning 10am - 12pm.

Wednesday 11th October 2017 Open Day.

Friday 20th October Last day of term - finish at 3pm

Monday 30th October 2017 Inset day - NO PUPILS

Tuesday 31st October 2017 First day back.

A Big thank you for all your support with sending
in “Win a minibus Draw” Tokens.  The draw is on
6th August at 12 noon at Highnam Court, where
the winner will be announced.  Fingers Crossed!

Schoolwear For Less Uniform Update

Place your back to school uniform order at
www.schoolwearforless.com today to give us
enough time to get your order to you before
the first day back.  Please allow 21 days for
delivery to your chosen address.

Have a great summer

See you all on

Tuesday 5th September 2017

Thanks so much to everyone who has contributed to this edition.


